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I have long been interested in the lives of people in premod-
ern Mongolian nomadic pastoral society. From the eighteenth
century onwards, a substantial corpus of historical records
authored by the Mongols themselves has been preserved, pro-
viding valuable glimpses into their everyday existence. The
National Archives of Mongolia only became broadly acces-
sible to foreign researchers in the 1990s, and the number of
scholars working in this field remains limited. Consequently,
despite the abundance of primary sources, the everyday lives
of Mongols during this period have largely remained unex-
plored. Against this backdrop, my research has examined how
herders in Mongolia were managed within administrative sys-
tems while maintaining their pastoral mobility, with particular
attention to the practicalities of their daily lives.

As the adult male was the fundamental unit of this admin-
istrative system, the positions of children, women, and the
elderly have largely remained unaccounted for. In response,
my research within the Hakubi Project focuses on the concept
of ‘family’ in this society, exploring how the notion of family
was understood and defined differently by each individual,
who they regarded as family, and what roles and norms were
expected of each family member. Through this inquiry, I seek
to examine the lives and family structures of pastoral nomads

in premodern Inner Asia.
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