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I am a historian specializing in Japanese medieval history and
religious thought, with a particular interest in the dynamic in-
teractions between religious institutions, political authorities,
and ordinary people. My research revolves around three key
pillars:

* The history of Japanese religious thought, with an emphasis
on the Hachiman cult;

* Historical narratives and documents created by non-elites;

* The transformation of Japanese historical consciousness,
thought, and social structure after the Mongol invasions of
1274 and 1281.

My current research focuses on the Hachiman cult and its role
in medieval Japanese society. I examine not only official doc-
uments compiled by Iwashimizu Shrine, the main shrine ded-
icated to Hachiman deity, but also texts and narratives created
by ordinary people and marginalized social groups. These
groups played a crucial role in the evolution of the Hachiman
cult yet are often overlooked in standard historical accounts.

The methods of the Annales School, which shifted histori-

cal focus away from powerful individuals to broader social

structures and overlooked communities, have had a profound
influence on my work. By applying these approaches to the
reconsideration of medieval Japanese history, I explore a wide
range of topics, including social structures, ideologies, reli-

gious institutions, and legal history.

Discriminated Outcasts, or People of
Special Skills?

My current research focuses on documents issued by religious
institutions, as well as narratives — sometimes fabricated —
created by outcasts themselves to assert their privileges and
rights. Analyzing these historical narratives from multiple
perspectives, including social structures, religious organiza-
tions, ideologies, and legal history, forms the cornerstone of
my methodology.

My work builds on the debate initiated by Japanese scholars
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Kuroda Toshio and Amino Yoshihiko: Who were the margin-
alized people known as hinin (“non-persons”) in medieval
Japan? Were they simply discriminated outcasts, or were they
individuals with specilized ritual and performance skills?
Why were they excluded from society and subjected to dis-
crimination?

Recently discovered documents from the Katsura outcast vil-
lage (Kyoto) may provide new evidence for Amino’s theory
that mediaval outcasts — particularly those employed as ser-

vants by temples and shrines — were recognized as a “people
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of skills.”

A Vanished Outcast Village on the Bank
of Katsura River

Some documents I recently discovered at the Kyoto City Li-
brary of Historical Documents shed light on traces of a long-
lost Katsura outcast village (shukumura). This village cannot
be found on modern maps of Kyoto. Situated on the eastern
bank of the Katsura River — opposite the site of Katsura Im-
perial Villa — it possibly existed from the late medieval period
until 1877, when it was assimilated into a nearby Senshdji
village.

Many questions about this village remain unanswered: Why
did it disappear? Why was it neglected by society? What
were the original occupations of its inhabitants? This research
project seeks to explore these questions. One thing is certain
so far — the documents, addressed to the landowner and Edo
officials, were created by the villagers to assert and protect

their privileges and rights.

“Divine People of Bows and Arrows”

One such document is a petition addressed to the village’s
landowner, the Katsura-no Miya royal family. The petitioners
sought to replace shuku ( 5\ , meaning “outcasts”) with shukuin
(15 B% , meaning “lodging”), arguing that their ancestors were
not outcasts but “divine people of bows and arrows” (kyisen
jinin). According to the document, they had long served at
Shukuin, a temple on the grounds of Iwashimizu Shrine,
where deities were housed during certain ceremonies and
rituals. The villagers claimed that in the 15th century, Iwashi-
mizu Shrine granted them the name Shukuin (155, “lodging”),
but over time, the final character in ([2) was lost, leaving only
shuku (f8). This led to confusion with shuku (J5), a term asso-

ciated with polluted outcast communities.

Reconsidering Japanese History from
an Alternative Perspective

The investigation of these documents has the potential to
transform our understanding of Japanese history by offering
perspectives from marginalized social groups. Standard his-
torical narratives, often written by elites, have tended to over-
look or diminish the roles of less powerful social groups.
Historical documents created by outcasts and other marginal-
ized people are relatively rare, making their study particularly

challenging. However, they offer a unique opportunity to
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reconstruct history from the viewpoint of those whose voices

have long been ignored.
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