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When we come into touch with the activities of the Hindus
living in India today, we find various elements inherited from
ancient times. They, too, consider the religion and culture of
ancient India as the basis for their beliefs and practices. On
the other hand, it has been pointed out that “Hinduism” as a
form of “religion” was created in the modern era by Western-
ers and Indian intellectuals. And the concept that Hinduism is
a single and sophisticated religion leads to today’s Hindu na-
tionalism, which discards diversity and claims the superiority
of Hinduism. How can we describe the history of Hinduism
to the present without assuming such a formed “Hinduism™?
I have explored how the beliefs and practices of modern
Hindus have been shaped historically through field research
and Sanskrit literature. I feel the greatest pleasure when the
two connect, but I have also realized that these should not be
connected simply without historical examination. This proj-
ect aims to draw continuities and discontinuities between the
pre-modern and modern periods focusing on the history of
sacred places and pilgrimage in Hinduism, which developed
particularly during the medieval and early modern periods and

still flourish in India today.
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