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Science Communication in the Light of Corona Policy

Risks and Opportunities of a Good Idea

Pascal Lottaz

Talking with the general public about academic
research, scientific results, and insights into the
working of abstract subjects is a great thing to do.
It satisfies the interest of the lay population, helps
people to take informed decisions, and makes sure
new generations chose an academic path to carry on
scientific work. However, there is danger associated
to it, too. As all communication can become
propaganda, science communication, too, can mutate
into politicized speech. Just as scientific research
can become ethically untenable when abused with
malign intent—like for the production of weapons or
when infringing on human rights—the communication
about science, too, can be abused. This article
explores the two sides of the communication coin
based the example of science communication about
Covid-19.

Can Science be Followed?

Follow the science! Ah, words of wisdom. If there
was a dictum summarizing the three covid years, it
might well be this one. Didn’t the pandemic really
drive home the importance of science and effective
communication about it? There are wise men and
women in society who, through many decades
of laborious work with microscopes, quantum
computers, and mathematical modelling are able to
decode the fabric of reality and tell mere mortals how
to live a life that's safe—a life that’s good. The United
Kingdom literally called its government appointed
group of experts in charge of pandemic response
“SAGE” (Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies).’
Isn't it nice to have sages in society? And all we need
to do is make sure we have effective communication
about the sages’ findings to create an enlightened
approach to all kinds of problems. Lovely.

Sadly, there are a few pitfalls to this approach.
First of all, science, as the philosopher Michael Esfeld
correctly pointed out,? is a descriptive endeavor,
not a normative one. Science answers the question
“what is X”, it doesn’t answer “what should X be.”
The difference is crucial. It means that there is no

build-in mechanism in science that would allow for
establishing scientifically whether we should do
something or not. The normative component—the
should—is extrinsic to science. It needs to be sought
elsewhere, in the realm of politics, philosophy, or
maybe even theology.

This leads directly to a second fundamental aspect:
not all fields of academics are actually “science”
in the strict sense of the term. Philosophy is not,
history neither, most of the humanities don’t qualify.
“Social scientists” have claimed the label but are
rarely able to use scientific methods with the same
precision and rigor as many “real scientists” in the
natural sciences can. The core-scientific method—
observation, hypothesis, experiment—relies crucially
on the existence of an observer independent reality
and the reproducibility of experimental results. For
many social scientists—especially the ones working
on higher levels of abstraction—experiments can’t be
run, or they are not controllable because of too many
lower-level intervening variables.

Even natural sciences suffer from issues that make
their findings murky. Knowledge is never complete,
experiments might have gone wrong, data could
be corrupted, and most significantly, models might
suffer of flaws that only over time can be discovered.
Newtonian physics was not wrong, but Einstein’s
theories are able to describe physical phenomena in
a more comprehensive way. Hence his theories of
general and special relativity superseded Newtons
understanding of the world.

This makes the rallying cry “follow the science”
ring quite hollow. What science are we supposed
to follow, one might be tempted to ask. And when
did science become a singular anyhow? Doesn’t the
scientific endeavor live off the plurality of voices,
the possibility of dissent, and Descartes method of
the doubt? If science mutates from an inquisitive
and inherently speculative discipline to an authority-
driven endeavor creating normative frameworks for
how people should behave, is that still what we want

1 “About Us,” Corporate Information, Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE), accessed October 17, 2023, https://www.
gov.uk/government/organisations/scientific-advisory-group-for-emergencies/about.
2 Michael Esfeld, Science and Human Freedom (Cham: Palgrave Macmillan, 2020).
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science to be? Or might it even destroy the nature of
academic inquiry?

Science Communication and Uncertainty

What the corona pandemic lay bare is not so much
the need for proper science communication but that
there is something innate in the human psyche,
a craving for the comfort of authority, especially
during times of high uncertainty and public anxiety.
There is a longing for abnegating decision making
and personal responsibility to some form of abstract
principle, interpreted through a cast of wise people—
sages—who tell us how to behave, where to go, and
what to do. Science can (and in this situation indeed
did) serve that purpose. It is no wonder that in a
civilization that likes to look at itself as enlightened,
the very principles of enlightenment would start
filling the cognitive and emotional spaces that other
paradigms used to fill in older times —god, king, or
the nation.

In such an environment, the communication
about science can gain propagandistic qualities.
The breaking of normative recommendations that
some scientists make is removed from the realm of
personal choice and decried as anti-scientific (“wear
a mask! You science denier!”) and in the worst case,
criminalized. Abstract scientific concepts are deployed
to justify concrete political action (“the virus forces
us to do this”). Entire social systems are changed,
based on scientific models—or the idea thereof—and
the political will to counteract their conclusions.

Just think of the many schools around the world
that were closed for months on end to prevent the
spread of the virus in children, even after it was
discovered that they were the least vulnerable
demographic and at the real risk of creating
psychological trauma. Or think of China’s obsession
with a zero-covid policy to eradicate the virus, which
was supposed to be better for society than the
alternative of living with it.

And remember the vaccine discussion like the
“vaccine passports” that became a requirement in
many countries or the highly toxic debate about
introducing mandatory vaccination and the many
people who lost their jobs in one country or the other
because they refused to budge. The entire logic for
these policies was built on the assumption that the
vaccines would stop the spread of the virus—a claim

that was told for nearly a year after the introduction
of the first vaccines and collapsed spectacularly
under its own weight when it became evident that
even people with several “boosters” (as repeated
vaccinations came to be known) could catch and
spread the SARS-Cov-2 virus.

Or who could forget Japan’s unique idea that virus
transmission could be slowed down by forbidding
alcohol consumption in restaurants, leading to a one-
year prohibition during which alcohol in restaurants
became a sanitizing delicatesse for customer’s hands
only. This idea, too, it seems, might not stand the
test of time,? and has not been adopted by any
country other than Japan.

Passports, mandates, school closures, zero-
covid, alcohol-ban—all of them so called “Non-
Pharmaceutical Interventions” (NPI)—were mostly
based on the recommendation of SAGE-like
government-appointed scientific panels and quite
often presented as absolutely necessary for public
safety and yet they turned out as—well, let’s call
them “incomplete.”

And this should come as no surprise to any
academic. Haven’t we all found out years after
publishing something that part of our understanding
at the time was wrong or incomplete? Or that we that
we simply hadn’t asked the right questions at the
time?

Politics and Science Communication

“Follow the science” never was about science. It
was about politics.

The idea that scientific results are absolute and
that they only need to be explained correctly and
succinctly to the general public to illicit some desired
behavior (wearing masks, taking a vaccine, staying
at home, etc.), or justify the political crack down
on those who don't follow, was always just that—a
political persuasion tool. It might have been such a
tool for a very important and justified higher cause,
but still, it was a political act, not a scientific one.

“Science” became an authoritative argument for
the justification of a political control and the act of
science communication was an essential component
of this process. I’'m not saying that this was
inherently wrong. I'm only claiming that this is what

3 Junko Kurita, Tamie Sugawara, and Yasushi Ohkusa, "COVID-19 Infection risk posed by drinking alcohol at restaurants or bars in
Japan," medRxiv (2021), https://doi.org/10.1101/2021.07.29.21261358.



the nature of the “follow the science” aspect of the
corona pandemic was.

Now, where does this leave science communication?
Should it be abandoned? Should we stop using
outreach to talk with the general public about our
findings and insights? Keep it all to ourselves and our
little expert communities?

No, of course not. As publicly funded (through
government grants, university subsidies, and the fees
of our students) we have an obligation to make our
work accessible to as many people as possible and be
as useful to the public as we can. Societally, it is our
job to contribute to the advancement of humanity
and as such we owe the public access to our work—
including access by simplifying and explaining.

But if the Pandemic experience teaches us one
thing, it is that this process of talking and explaining
complex interactions needs to happen with humility
and a healthy amount of self-doubt. Our findings
might be wrong, our research might be incomplete,

our models might be off. This has to be part of the
communication, too. We need to make sure that the
public doesn’t mistakenly think we know everything
about anything and that we are infallible.

Most of all, we need to be vigilant about instances
when political actors might want to use our research
for political ends—especially when our results are
supposed to justify actions to modify behavior in
large groups of people. This is a bright red flag that
we need to be very, very careful not to miss. If you
are called to a “panel of experts” ask yourself is there
a political agenda behind the panel? Who are the
other people on the panel? Is it supposed to influence
people? Is there a diversity in the composition or are
all experts from the same school of thought?

Just as scientists are not immune to propaganda,
science itself is not immune to propagandization. It
is part of our job to recognize when this might be
happening and make sure our communication about
science serves the purpose of empowering people
through knowledge, not indoctrinate them.
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Everyday Ethnicity of the Kurds in the Tri-Border Areas

of Iran,Turkey, and Iraq

Mostafa Khalili
13" Batch, Assistant Professor (Center for Southeast Asian Studies)

Spread in the four countries of Iran, Iraq, Turkey, and
Syria, the Kurds comprise the biggest ethnic group in the
Middle East without a state. Since the formation of the mod-
ern map of the Middle East in the aftermath of World War I,
they have been engaging in various forms of resistance
movements against the suppression of their ethnocultural
and political rights in any of the states in which they reside.
While their struggle for self-determination has been mainly
confined to the state of their origin, there has always been a
strong cross-border spillover of the movement in various
ways, from transnational solidarities and the flow of refugees
to the politicization of cross-border ethnoreligious ties.

Lalish, a holy village in Northern Iraq (Iragi Kurdistan)
Olive oil jars inside the holiest Yezidi temple

My research trajectory in the last six years has focused on
taking a bottom-up approach toward comprehending the
perception of Kurdishness among the borderland people re-

siding in the tri-border areas of Iran, Irag, and Turkey. In-
spired by the recent developments in the field of ethnicity
and nationalism, my project aims to comprehend non-polit-
ical actors’ positionality in the contagious cross-border poli-
tics of Kurdistan. Methodologically, I primarily rely on par-
ticipant observation, informal talks, and unstructured inter-
views to understand when ethnicity and nation consciousness
appear and disappear in the daily interactions of borderland
dwellers.

Not surprisingly, access to the field and gaining the trust
of interviewees has been the major challenge for my field-
work since most of the Kurdish residing areas are highly se-
curitized. Though I am from Iran, I am not of Kurdish origin
and only had little contact with them prior to the start of my
research. As soon as I initiated the fieldwork during the first
year of my doctoral course, I realized that I needed to estab-
lish a solid local network in all of those overtly politicized
and securitized regions, where the locals are usually reluctant
to mingle with a stranger. Thanks to some academic trust
networks, I managed to initiate my primary contacts and
gradually found my way to spend almost one year in the field
during my doctoral course. I had planned to conduct another
round of extended fieldwork during my postdoctoral fellow-
ship starting in February 2020, but I could not travel to the
region due to the COVID-19 travel restrictions. It was indeed
the most challenging time for my research as a fieldworker,
and I became so upset that I could no longer improve my
work. However, I managed to stay connected with my local
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informants via various social media apps and used my re-
search grant to hire some assistants to collect the data I
needed. Of course, it was not an ideal situation, but it even-
tually worked well for me.

Urmia City, West Azerbaijan Province,
Northwestern Iran Working on the map
of Kurdish residing regions

with some local assistants

Another critical issue that I have been dealing with since
the beginning of my research is the ever-changing security
situation in the field and the possibility of traveling or staying
in the region. When I reside in the field, I have to observe
regional and local political situations closely, and as soon as

the armed tensions between the states and Kurdish militia
groups get tense, I rapidly change my location or halt the
fieldwork. Moreover, prior to my trips to the field, I have to
apply for special permission from the Hakubi Center and my
host institute at Kyoto University, as my entire focus region is
classified under a high-level travel risk area by Japan’s Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs. At the moment, due to the intensifica-
tion of the Israel/Palestine conflict and the prospect of its
regional spillover, there is a high possibility that my next
year’s fieldwork plan will be affected. Accordingly, I might
again think of relying on my experience during the COVID-

19 time to activate my local network in case I am not able to

travel in person.

Margawar rural district, Northwestern Iran, border with Turkey
Friday prayer of the Kurds in a Sunni mosque

77V hTHRLEHDOHS

fmRiR
5 13 1] KRB (AR

BEIEELHEEVEOR» SRy 7 4 - FrEerHfEO I
IChE T 2 MY v = AT FER T TS,
BRI ETPRIFETH S, ZTOHEBITIRICED, ATRX
ARMEEES Y V= A ANCIZ 250/ EZER L TWE 25T
b2, WO AXAREL Y THDHEICE > TEAHDWFTIKS
R[aTHDB, £, TZITNWD
LR DN - < D LKL
5%, 1HDEo2MEEIC &
32EbHBD. A-NDEER
BTV THRONDEZEDA
W, MR TID3BH D | JSPS
(BARZAMIR ) DRI
BIZVEEL 2Rk, Wicm
PoT TAITALR7 77, &
MAZZH, 2y hrd
DK ANDEL <ZIFIEDT
<Nz, 5K 5,

Bt iz 13 H AR ANFE R DS
ETRMEFDBHD, 205
& V=4 IR RO S

BEHZZ2y TOBRICW - EEBEDEE

W TR TITE ., IBKHEZ T 200586172, EFEOFHET
. B WATME S KRB D FIEE K — MSEKEM 2 AL
AT, B>z, MO EEBALS &, BUTR I,
KRS, AR A2 55 Yo La Tengo @ Tom Courtenay %
2oz iED 2 EiF, WALBWSRZEEZ L7250 T
<3, LrL, TDOFR—FiX
FAEHICE <HIICKE LR ®
7z MOFRZBAZF Y=
K230 4 v Fudihziio
TERESRESR, BAEDEE
MWD B E ., MDORAAATE
A % IS TS/ LA A CHl
BL, ¥4y =y rBEMmAaL
2o BEOEDT T, TDOFY
VR RIEFSETIFHOMNES
WT, HRANERDS Y v =
AACHETZ2ET75775L
$oTETC, HEZFE->TL
N3, b570EL< T, °B—
FY TP ETY T E L



THELZS LW, FROHF
THEZITTHICA DD 5
BOKI IR K- T BT
HEHZ TNk, Biho
KANEFZZTIHEED EN
BOBEWHEHZ, WO
THAABITLRTHTIEL
AN
WEEEIZan T TR
M7 4=V —=2%1TZ
BN, FOH
IEE LTS, 74—V
FO—JDE#EIZ, 5%
TOREYNZTEE
TVWBENP6THD, LEYBEET ZHICVRTH SR E,
orEBEL, ERILT D EIEY—D ¢« VUHID 6 54
YIPEDHARTH 2, £/, WHEORNRE 222 EW & H U 2EAP
K, EBRIFERYTSDILAT & TRoNZTZADH
BRI 1Z, EYFORBICELL U ESEVWLDTHS, L
L, 25L7%&74 =V Ry —=2iF4, HEGTHBESRTY
2, ZNETTRL, 74—V FI7—21213% < DREBEE
5, HRTOHEHEKFAEFRIMAD O REI I MEHFE LTS
V2o VAZZADLZNEWSBEREPRIND R EIE, 5t
74—V FI7 =250 ARNN, EhoTN<DES

RAB_y IELPEKENELET
FYYK

Do

I5IT, BEOXSICHENATL 74—V R —2%2T LT 50
HHICE ST, AT RO LS ICEBESALZOF v U 78R
ICRELPEL525%, COLykA2EHCHED, HE
FAHOREIANPSE TaaFr2ES5REDY o720, FBNTIE
LWEEbi, . BENICATEDLE, BOBZZ L
FTET., 2urMEnSREFGOKFITSOLIEN, 77
UARTTBEVE DS FHHEICHEL, BolF< 2D, ¥-o&
PCr—2o%zLTCnis, WODRIC»anFMmasikbhs 5 &
LTWiz, EWSEAR, BlEd-oLitEkzn (Zoxy
AE T 7VADPLENTNDS), #IZEoTT7 4 — L FICH
FIAEYEHERT 2L EATETH S, 1 PEAYEAY
2o 74— NVEFEI—=UPTELNVWLEBATAYEASYE,

RERESR

2 v F 4T OHEINER D ELIE

—ICE V2 oHEE T—

FHE
55110 R AR OSTRPEBIZE)

202042 H19H, HEDZOITA v FILHEBIZf7iE T 3

7P LMANAP ST, 4 RIRRETUNT RO D
be, TFL~HT—F v DF RNy MAKEBETHEZTS
CEDHWNTH 72, HATIX, ¥4 7TV E - 7Y vk RE
WD COVID-19 &3 S, B IR oMM Iic
b2 RS SNTVRER 5D, X5 PIMhiniE s n
BY—VEDIBR LT LEIRBLENTCOWETH 5, VHA >
RO N Y a2 TlE, TR #E A & O RIEHS AT
I, AHZEEBECIERITEIC S R 2 EREZRD B %
E. PRBEUAELRDENVRD TN,

Ty LAPLHET =y vABEBAEL, Blib A IEHEIC
WA, LU, HEOHKED S HARREETO 1#EMIZ, —
HICEESRIZ T 7 7 2T & 2 wil ZFIH U TIRFTOEHRZ A
FI2DIHEH Lz, BEEA > FTiEAREICEIT 2 HlRA 20
DIFLY, KDY A -HABD7 54 F& 4 v FTOMHEAT
MDBMDE SN, T—IKfz. PEEZEED LI TAH v FAFH
AET2E, HbAa, 1 v FAREHRICX>THRADE
PRIz, v FICHAETER TR, 77— D
EFRAET L £ C T HE OBERITREZ & D &1 2% H)
FTRIEDPBDPoERS, FilefiZeds, ©F OIS B
127313, 7 —% 2 TIE—HIZDZE 200 ~ 250 R L ORNER

1> FILEEDRECHRE

et
\y
+
=t

Aessq

25



e H

Aessq

26

BRI ORIERLT, ROBITNHERERES L2 TH-
7o TO5LT, BRFZLULIFELZ3HWA., HAAND ARIC
I E MBS S b o,

HECEFELZDIEEFDOIHIHOZ &, D 1 F41%
FEL TN 7 4 =V FIREPTE R0z, 1V F
AFEBICHAET 2 F RNy FEEEAMXOEEZTEE LTV S
720, 74— )V FHREICKZ2BLOREFINDHATHZH, 2N
WTERPoN, TOEEEZXZITINEDIF., M TRMER
WMFAEZGE T TNDE 75 v ANEEESEDOH I TH o7, E
&, FADWFA T — < I ANEAETE R UKL T 2 A E O
WhroHERZEHLZODTH 57, 20194E D EERE I L
2B RIS ONTHEELE SR 2R > Tl &5
F ED, EPRELUIZEAMXOFEETFT -y 22 THELT
Nz EiLizo7, 250 T, LIXS LK DMIZEED 55X
ZHHT 3 &0 S Pl IR 2 &P L 7z,

Z LT, 202247 HRARE, S 4o E T, EHEEYE
RANDBNRL T 4 =)V FHEPHHTE 2 LSk o7z, 22
PoD2 r A, FEOAEEHFONENHESZ L LD
Bh, 3 OIEIIENTE KM L 72, AE - HERTO PCRIGE.
ANEETED7 7V r—2 a v DAFEERLE, A2 E-T
NWENESOPDENTLENZE S BFHREDPILEAL - 7%,
HATIZ 2023 FEDH £ THBIICKEEN RS E 5TV 7228,

4V FIZ2022FDIHKDERE T, 2563 MTHRIFTT 31%
M OfF S 72 < AFEDTE, ZEbEhb i o £ b
SBVWEEFTH o7z, HEHD < > FILTEER TR, SEABDE
RIZEDL>TENDO A v FABOCEEML 2817 T, 8l
RN BREDEEIHTFT I AL AT ETTONLED
T &, 20234 IC R 2 Fin ZBRICIEHARAZ G TS < O4HE
NBDEE 2 HIC L%, BIEOIRERICIE, TROEETHIxH
TENTZ2ES5REPSDREHIN TV, BE3600m %2
Mz 2EBEM TR 22O TEZEHRLTWS HEAADE
X, B Ni2ix S ZFFHPITH S TOZITE N R0,

12 RMLEER COEREXDRE

Economics Fieldwork: From Theory to Reality
Vu Ha Thu

13" Batch, Assistant Professor (Graduate School of Economics)

1. Why Fieldwork?

A research hypothesis can be formulated from existing liter-
ature and research experience. However, data is often needed
to test it. Researchers can use primary data and/or secondary
data. Fieldwork is necessary to collect primary data. In addi-
tion, fieldwork enriches the understanding of the study site,
which helps researchers write research papers and research
grants lively and precisely.

2. My Fieldwork in Vietnam
I have several experiences in conducting fieldwork in Viet-
nam, Sri Lanka, India, and Japan. Last April and May, I col-
lected primary data from 743 ethnic minority households in
Vietnam for my project under the Hakubi Center. The main
objective was to promote crop insurance for ethnic minority
farmers in disadvantaged regions.
To prepare for a field trip, I often make to-do lists for 3 stages:
before, during, and after a field trip.

Before the field trip, it is crucial to find a local collabo-
rator. S/he is a key person who helps me to get permission
and monitor the survey. It is an ideal situation if the collabo-
rator has a similar background to us and s/he is willing to be
a co-author. In this case, we can transfer our research design

easily and s/he has a strong motivation to collect high-quali-
ty data.

You might outsource data collection to an organization/
company; however, I recommend you visit the field and
monitor the progress directly.

During the field trip, it is essential to conduct a pilot
survey first. You need to test your questionnaire and your
hypothesis with a small sample. Sometimes my questionnaire
and my initial hypothesis are not suitable for the local con-
text. Thanks to the pilot survey, I revised and developed the
questionnaire and research hypothesis.

After the field trip, I often take a note to summarize the
good and bad points of my field trip. This helps me to im-
prove future surveys. Additionally, I always keep in touch
with my local collaborators and local investigators via SNS
(Facebook, Instagram...). For the data cleaning process after
the survey, I often contact them to confirm some confusing
numbers and information.

3. Fieldwork under and after COVID-19
Because of COVID-19, I could not go to any fieldwork in 2020 and
2021. Luckily, my local collaborators support me a lot with data

collection. However, I realize some limitations for remote surveys.



For example, if emergency situations happen in the field, investiga-
tors cannot contact me immediately due to no internet connection.
They have to make decisions by themselves, which might affect the
quality of data collection. In addition, the survey sometimes must
be postponed due to COVID-19 outbreaks at the study site.

After COVID-19, I am happy that I can travel and conduct field-
work. My fieldwork in 2022 has to follow the guidance and restric-
tions from the local government at the study site. However,
everything has been relieved from 2023.

For me, fieldwork is a valuable experience. I really enjoy talking
with local people and trying different cultures and cuisines during
my field trip. If you have any questions about fieldwork, I am will-

ing to discuss them with you.

Some pictures of my fieldwork in Vietnam
These photos were taken by me, and they can be used for

non-commercial purpose.

Explain our study to ethnic minority women
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Interview with Dr. Knut Woltjen

B H

B4 FrEdEBEz. ERIUIRE (2013 454 H~ 2018 4 3 H)

2018 4= 4 H X 0 n{#R R4 iPS MINEmFZET CiRA HEB %

Dr. Knut Woltjen joined the Hakubi Center in 2013
as an Associate Professor. His research focuses
on the fields of genetics and biotechnology, with a
particular emphasis on induced pluripotent stem (iPS)
cells and their applications in functional genomics
and personalized medicine. He received his doctorate
degree from the University of Calgary in Canada and
served as a postdoctoral research fellow at Mount
Sinai Hospital, Samuel Lunenfeld Research Institute,
before joining Kyoto University. Currently, Dr. Woltjen
serves as an Associate Professor at the Department
of Life Science Frontiers, Center for iPS Cell Research
and Application (CiRA), Kyoto University.

What attracted Dr. Woltjen to the Hakubi Program
is the diverse range of researchers from various
disciplines, including life science, social science,
and humanies, which provides an ideal environment
to build his career. He believes that understanding
humanity is crucial for scientists because of the
essence of discipline. Science focuses on “possibility”,
while social science examines the impact of certain
activities on human beings. For instance, regarding
the issue of reviving dinosaurs, scientists may inquire
about how to revive dinosaurs, while social scientists
are more interested in the impact of dinosaur revival
on human beings. For a mature and responsible
scholar, a comprehensive understanding of both
perspectives is essential, and the Hakubi Center
offers plenty of opportunities for dialogue with peers
of diverse expertise.

Dr. Woltjen mentoring internship students in his lab at
CiRA as part of the Annual Takuetsu Daigakuiin Program
in Genome Editing.

During leisure time, Dr. Woltjen actively participates
in “mikoshi” ( ## B ), part of traditional Japanese
festival activities known as “matsuri” ( & ), to show
respect to gods. He also enjoys climbing during the
weekends. These activities help him maintain focus,
concentrating solely on one thing and preventing
distractions. New ideas occasionally come to his mind
in these situations. Reading is also a critical part of
his free time. Participating in non-academic events,
mikoshi and matsuri activities serves as his way of
striking the best work-life balance.

Dr. Woltjen offered two critical pieces of advice
for future researchers. Firstly, a researcher should
be able to follow their heart, doing everything they
are eager to do without being restricted by norms,
the mainstream, or other’s expectations. Secondly,
researchers are urged to read extensively. Reading
literature across a wide range of fields, along with
actively communicating with peers and the public,
helps researchers
broadening their
horizons. Specifically,
science develops
rapidly, so reading
scientific literature
updates one’s state-
of-the-art knowledge.
Meanwhile, one
should not forget
past literature in the
fields of science or
humanities, which
can provide insights
into the future of
human beings by
carefully examining
their prior activities.

(Shin-Ru Cheng)

Dr. Woltjen poses in tabi and happi
as part of the Mikoshi at Kinsatsugu
Shrine.
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Shun Satoh

Music ‘Junk’ by M83 It presents a mix of rhythmic, catchy pop
sound and nostalgic, cheesy 70s tunes. It leaves you with the fresh
air after leaving a nightclub on a chilly night, with an illusion of
levitating in outer space.

Music ‘Noah's Ark’ by Cocorosie Mellow, idyllic and sunny
sound that sprincles a hint of dark fairytale. It can
perfectly accompany an afternoon nap or a chill drink in the
evening.

Game [Apex Legends | %
IIPCY —~—T, firidifk
BEHNTE E 72— 5 TT R,
Apex LegendsiZ/ v > T
T, Wb LHFPS (=—A
LR DHE S — L) T
A3, BRI S BB TR LN Y
Vg FENTD LTLA
FNTWD EBTEE A,

REHTA P VAR EY F
T, FARATT,

Shan—Ru Cheng

Book ‘Think Again: The
Power of Knowing What you
don't know’ by Adam Grant
The book guides readers to
find the "truth" and avoid being
misled by appearances.

Book ‘Hidden Potential: The
Science of Achieving Greater
Things’ by Adam Grant It is
a book that offers clear ways
for readers to find and unlock
their valuable potential.

Recommendations from
the 13th batch members

Book ‘Book of Why’ by Judea Pearl and Dana Mackenzie This
book is an exploration of the science of causality, delving into how
humans think about causes and effects, and how modern
technology can expand our understanding of cause-and-effect
relationships.

Book ‘The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People’ by Stephen R.
Covey. This book is a guide to personal and interpersonal
effectiveness based on principles of character and ethics, detailing
seven habits that foster growth, communication, and proactive
behavior.

Book ‘Course of Theoretical
Physics’ by Landau and
Lifshitz This series may be
extremely difficult but you can
learn a lot about sophisticated
physics.

Book ‘The Story of the
Roman People’ by Shiono
Nanami  After reading this
book, my travel to
Mediterranean countries
became much more enjoyable.

Tatewa Matsumoto
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Maci Ohnuei

Book ‘Mastering Metrics’ by Joshua D. Angrist ( a Nobel
Prize Economist in 2021) and Jorn-Steffen Pischke. This book
presents key econometric tools to estimate causal effects through
various realistic case studies.

Videos https://mru.org/courses/mastering-econometrics/path-
cause-effect by Joshua D. Angrist These videos were developed
by Joshua D. Angrist, a Nobel Prize Economist in 2021 to
demonstrate five econometric approaches through Kungfu anime.

Movie ‘Hawking’ by Philip Martin This is a biographical
picture about a famous physicist Stephen Hawking that describes
how physicists and mathematicians in the past attacked the
problem of cosmology.

Book ‘4EIZE~DER’ by Shin‘ichiro Tomonaga A Japanese
essay written by a Nobel Prize physicist Shin'ichiro Tomonaga that
describes the essence of quantum and particle physics and his
memory of his research life.

Book [R7 TN Z—)LNiZFfT=H LB L7z Svante PiiboEE +7 7/ H%—/LA
D ) KRG L, 20224F ) —~VESRABHBPEZEEEZE LI AT 7 v T« SRl
Ty WRBATEIZY A 2 ZAOBEDOY LA HE, 2—FT 22 T2bhh 07
WICE TARAN LR, BERMEOLEN, CNTRIvT 4 v 7 R EAAH LT
SHIBIZBRSToNET, 44 MCidbaEr - LETH,

Book (EENRWL| FIEEKHNE HK77 L THLRELTHLMTLARVY., THLETER
INGUZELS BRI DS TR, BIEIAFNTEEFHATLETZHEADO—DIL, BENY
WIZHERH 1206, JIIEZR TG OMPWITT, EREIHOKT, AREFLE
HOLGETC. T Z5TOFREICNDINE I ZLVb2 D, ZZNERORERZ L
WO ZEESD TEREIT T NDHWEE,

A—EFPERZTZhNDRPTUVLETEADL
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RELGHROZERD, ®HTFS=

TAv I ERREEADE L TV I(HBEIZER
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Book ‘Phantoms in the Brain: Probing the Mysteries of the Human Mind’ by V. S.

Ramachandran and Sandra Blakeslee In this book, neuroscientist Dr. Ramachandran described their
work with patients with bizarre illusions about their body parts (e.g., a painful phantom limb that still
functions in the brain) and how these could be used to study how brain works, including topics of body
part representation, movement control, decision making, and the formation of philosophy.

Book ‘Ryokan the Great Fool’ by Misao Kodama and Hikesaku Yanagishima This is a book
telling the unconventional life story of Rydkan, a S6td Zen Buddhist monk, with many of his poems,
showing an essence of Zen in life.
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Comic [&BDH v /21!] ("Zatch Bell!") by Makoto Raiku
This manga, which was popular when I was in elementary school,
is an incredibly exciting battle manga and also the work that
introduced me to the significant theorem in number theory known
as  "Fermat's last theorem" for the first time.
Book [F A4 F—DEH— AEDOERe in=—12F 5] by
Takeshi Yoshida This is the first math book I have read that
explains Euler's formula and many other topics in an easy-to-

T&PP&i Takamatsu understand way for high school students.

This 1s the first math book I have read
that explains Euler's formula and
many other topics in an easy-to-
understand way for high school
students. repeion 14 7 —oBH— ABOE Rz =15 5

Youtube channel ‘darbarfestival’ by Darbar Arts Culture & Heritage Trust This is managed by
Darbar Arts Culture & Heritage Trust (UK), which promotes Indian classical music globally and holds
an annual big concert, Darbar Festival. You can enjoy the pieces of beautiful music performed by the
current top Indian artists.

- = Book ‘Different Animals, Different Solutions: Comparative Views on Animal Parentingl’ (IEf#
S~ IX—2 LR\ FBETT 287~ H) This book provides the ways of parenting of various
""j animals described by specialists of each animal. As you are surprised, impressed, envious, and loving

of how animals raise their children, you can consider your concerns about child-raising from a broader
perspective. Learning the similarities and differences between humans and other animals is also

Tomoka Mushiaga  chjoyable,

Documentary ‘Prehistoric Planet’ by BBC This is a nature
documentary series produced by the BBC that focuses on life in
Earth history. The most "realistic" reconstruction of ancient
animals is presented here. Available on Apple TV.

Book ‘Squid Empire: The Rise and Fall of the Cephalopods’
by Danna Staaf This is a book written by Danna Staaf who was a
cephalopod biologist. The book describes the evolution of
cephalopods in a fun and interesting manner. If you want to know a
7! little about one of the weirdest animals on Earth, this is a book to

4 L A
Amane Tagika read.

If you want to know a little about one
of the weirdest animals on Earth, this
1S a book to read.

Amane on ‘Squid Empire: The Rise and Fall of the Cephalopods’



Podcast ‘Huberman lab’ by Andrew Huberman This is a
podcast by a famous neuroscientist Andrew Huberman that
covers all fields of science and is filled with practical everyday
tips to improve your life.

Book ‘Leadership and Self-Deception: Getting out of the Box’
This is a book that helps you to thrive at work and at home by
dramatically improving your interpersonal skills through breaking
out of the relentless loop of self-justification.

TV series ‘Black Mirror’ by Charlie Brooker This is a
television series that features Scifi. The end of the stories are
unexpected consequences of new technologies.

Book ‘Romance of the Three Kingdoms’ by Guanzhong This is
a book of the three kingdoms period in Chinese history. The story
combines elements of factual history with fictional narratives,
offering readers traditional wisdom, rich historical details, and
profound insights into strategic thinking.

Tomoko Inose

Book ‘Why Nations Fail: The Origins of Power, Prosperity, and Poverty’ by Daron Acemoglu
and James A. Robinson This is a book by economists Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson
exploring the question of why some countries have progressed rapidly while several others failed. Is it
because of the culture, the weather, or geography? The authors reject the influence of any of these
elements and conclusively show that it is man-made political and economic institutions that underlie
economic success (or lack of it).

Book ‘The Human Swarm: How Our Societies Arise, Thrive, and Fall’ by Mark W. Moffett In
this paradigm-shattering book, biologist Mark W. Moffett draws on findings in psychology, sociology,
and anthropology to explain the social adaptations that bind societies. He explores how the tension .

between identity and anonymity defines how societies develop, function, and fail. Mosta‘f Qa Kﬁ,af,if,i

This 1s a book exploring the question
of why some countries have
progressed rapidly while several
others failed.

Mostafa on ‘Why Nations Fail: The Origins of Power, Prosperity, and Poverty’

Book ‘History of Art’ by H. W. Janson’ This is a classic
overview of art history written by H. W. Janson, which
dynamically illustrates the historical evolution of concepts of
| space, time and society through works of art and their styles.
Book ‘Gothic Art: Glorious Visions’ by Michael Camille
This is a groundbreaking book on Western medieval visuality
written by Michael Camille, which reveals the importance of
light in the spiritualized perception of the world by exploring

A}j a N akam o gothic art.

SI9qUAW YIIRQ YIE] 9Y) WOIJ SUOTIRPUIWMOIY

33



SIOqUAW YIIR(Q YIECT 9Y) WOIJ SUOTIRPUIWMOIY

Movie ‘Nocturnal Animals’ by Tom Ford This is a psychological thriller film by Tom Ford.
Susan, who owns an art gallery, receives a manuscript of a novel by her ex-husband, Edward, who
she left unfaithfully. She becomes fascinated by the sophisticated but also violent novel of him. This
movie is not only refined in an artistic way, but also encourages us to believe in what I love in our
lives, whatever the relationship with others or profession.

Book ‘Speech Out of Doors’ by Timothy Zick This is an academic book by Timothy Zick on
freedom of assembly and other public expressive activities. This book focuses on the central role
- public spaces play for assemblies in the time of privatization and surveillance of these places in a
M'tk't K&O‘O‘b& simple and understandable description with a restrictive use of legal terms.

Comic ‘Ghost in the Shell’ (B ENIEK) by Masamune
Shirow This comic is a science fiction work by Masamune
Shirow that focuses on BMI (Brain Machine Interface) technology
that connects the brain to external devices and continues to
influence many researchers even more than 30 years after its
publication.

Ballet ‘The Nutcracker’ (< 2%&|D Af) Created based
on E.T.A. Hoffmann's fairy tale "The Nutcracker and the King of
the Mice," this is one of the most popular classical ballet
performances, and the dancing and music by the various ballet N aho KOVI»O';,k@
companies always inspire me.

Youtube Podcast ‘Geopolitical Economy Report’ by Ben Norton This YouTube Podcast
(youtube.com/@GeopoliticalEconomyReport) by journalist and researcher Ben Norton very usefully
summarises and analyses current events under a leftist lens with particular focus on the developing
world and an anti-colonial spin. Highly recommended if you want some out of the box news about
world affairs.

{ Book ‘The Tragedy of Ukraine’ by Nicolai Petro This book by US academic Nicolai Petro was
¥ “'

published in December 2022 and analyses the Russo-Ukranian war in a most useful way, focusing on
the various interlinking conflicts and making the argument that the war is best understood under the
P&SO& L Lottaz paradigm of a ancient greek tragedy, rather than a fight between good and evil.

Book ‘Energy and Civilization’ by Vaclav Smil
A monumental and comprehensive account of the influential role

of energy in human history, from primitive society to modern day
‘fossil-fueled’ civilization. The book is loaded with facts and
statistics that help contextualise the ecological crisis we are faced
with today.

Book ‘Marx in the Anthropocene’ by Kohei Saito

One of the most influential and hotly debated books on ecology
and political economy approached from a Marxist lens. The book

\
raises fundamental questions on the way we live and ‘develop’. JMU,& D@ Los Rayas
Worth a read no matter where one lies in the political spectrum.

The book raises fundamental questions on the
way we live and ‘develop’. Worth a read no
matter where one lies in the political spectrum.

Julie on ‘Marx in the Anthropocene’
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* BARBESATBVLWBEEDYI219HS] “The
Hakubi Bird”

% BARNERXSA [N IBTHALUICKDINAF
F./0my bDRIEZBEE LTI “Protein Design
and Engineering Toward the Creation of
Bionanorobot”

* HE BEFTA [FERUBEFREERICODTTC: 41 /X—
Va3V EBERDREIH®EI] “Towards Sustainable
Development: the Role of Innovation and Policy”

Y HRS 72V RUAETA “Topological Problems
in the DNA during Genome Organization as
Sources of Chromosome Instability.”

Y NI EEA BEAGEIRIVLF—BHERXROFPZVEZ
PZMALEKRLEEDEEHELE]| “Fundamental
Study of Hydrogen Economy Using Ammonia
Synthesized by Renewable Energy”

w 1Bl HESA [VILo0O0—ROEEOHIFS : fHigD
LB AEESROEB O] “Fragmented Pieces of
Silk Road History: A Study on the Wall Paintings
in Buddhist Rock-carved Monasteries in Kucha
and Dunhuang”

HIEDH (Hakubi Day)

Hakubi Day is held every year to become
a place for interaction among all Hakubi
researchers, Hakubi staff, and their families.
This year, Hakubi Day was held on August 5th
at KKR Kyoto Kuniso. We were glad to welcome
Prof. Takayama Yoshinobu- Hakubi director and
three presenters: Dr. Kaide Yusuke (11th batch),
Dr. Shigemori Masaki (4th batch), and Dr. Ando
Yuichiro (7th batch). We also welcomed around
30 Hakubi members and their families attending
the event.

An opening remark was made by Prof.
Takayama Yoshinobu- the Hakubi director.
Then, Dr. Kaide Yusuke presented his research,
the title was “How to deal with global-scale
problems: Introduction to international law
research”. Dr. Kaide Yusuke was the 11th batch
of Hakubi. Currently, he is working at the
Hokkaido University. The second presenter was
Dr. Masaki Shigemori. His presentation was
about “Microstructure of black holes and string
theory”. Dr. Masaki was the 4th batch of Hakubi.
Currently, he has been working at the Nagoya
University. The last presentation was given by Dr.

A3 BEeRrgeR Feedwseg L

il

Y KK FASA [IOFROTICHTHIRREEREFEE
DEEIECND S ] “The Role and Future of the
Infectious Disease Epidemiologist forCOVID-19
Epidemic”

BEMREBLESTIED., ZIFICHEDT—FICDVNTHE
KHOTONFE LIE, BEEDBED EHD,. EHEHICHND
CEDELEY, BISITHCEDEADT - ;IS ERRT D
SERBEDFL,

BERX DRI, BEEXBEHTONE LIz, BiZEFEL
TXRIDIET. OEARERBDMEEDDIEHD ZRD
DEDTE, AZERELFREFDF U, BHFLTHEE
FENERERA. ZTBESUVWLWERESHDHESTSEVF U,
R TORLDCERZETILVELET .

(WLWD3% T5791F)

The 13th Batch, Graduate School of Economics, Assistant Professor

Vu Ha Thu

Ando Yuichiro. The title was "“Room temperature
operation of semiconductor-based spin devices
for beyond CMOS technology.” Dr. Ando was the
7th batch of Hakubi, he has been working at the
Kyoto University.

After the presentation session, we played “catch
the word” and “bingo” games. Finally, all Hakubi
members and their families enjoyed a BBQ at the
rooftop of KKR Kyoto Kuniso. Hakubi Day 2023
was a memorable day for all of us. We enjoyed
three presentations, games, and dinner. We
wish all the best to Hakubi members and their
families. (Vu Ha Thu)
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[Nucleation and surface fluctuations of
biomolecular condensate]
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CHENG Shin-Ru (58 13 B JAZRZE FERE)
[Harmonization of Competition Laws for
Cross-Border Digital Trade in Asia: From the
View of Economic Analysis of Law.]
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VU Ha Thu (55 13 H BFEWRH 1SEBZ0)
[How to leverage social networks to promote
farmer’s adoption of agricultural technologies?
Evidence from field experiments in developing
countries.]
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