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Due Reverence for Academic Achievements & Vivid Desire for Fine Art
A glance at Paris in winter 2021

Name
—
% HE 5 CHING Chao-jung

Department

SB1288 R EBIR (N XXRI 2T

Research field
History, Philology & Codicology; Central Asia

5 B o B &

Being the representative of the Prix Ikuo Hirayama 2021 laure-
ates for the publication of Cave Inscriptions in Ancient Kucha %
WARE—ER (Shanghai, 2020), | was invited to the annual assem-
bly of the Académie des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres (AIBL) of
the Institut de France (75 2%=83), situated at the city center
of Paris.

TI3VRAFEEBRTEALED?

Founded in 1663, the Institut de France faces the scenery Pont
des Arts (Z=ffi#%) on the Seine River which links it to the Louvre
Museum. Unlike ordinary AIBL assemblies held at the library of
the Institut, annual AIBL assemblies are held under the dome.

BERE&HER

During the Assembly on 26 November 2021, | reunited with
my colleagues and leading scholars in France and from other
countries. | was impressed by the sense of ceremony: solemn
drumbeats by la Garde Republicaine (ZEFRE#EBK); swords and
medals on academicians’ dark green dress coats; guests from
royal classes and historical families --- On the other hand, the
individualism and the haute couture (#— k% Fa—JL) being so
widespread and advanced in France are noticeable: the flowery
patterns of gold embroidery and the curves of collars never
repeat on any academician attire. Nevertheless, several gentle-
men and ladies chose not to wear their noblesse-like academi-
cian dress but modern suits. | feel that their choice is perfor-
mance of the French soul of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity.
During my trip, | also visited the Guimet Museum and saw
two exhibitions: one on
the old photos of Bamiyan
(Afghanistan); another on
the National Archaeologi-
cal Treasures of Tajikistan.
| collected abundant data
for my Hakubi research in
the museum.

X THY—T DA

FfESNIc 7SV RAZHRD
A=T4—L

During the solemn assembly

Term 2021.11.21-28
Destination 722 X-/VU
TH MEHAE

%k Kk Kk

PUFPOSG

nesuHs

1 Waiting for arrival of academicians 2 The shining dome of the Institut de
France 3 Reverence to academicians and guests

b ko —8

Unlike the serious event under the dome, the Guimet Museum and
other open space for French public was cosy and comfortable,
even though the Covid-19 conditions were severe in autumn-win-
ter 2021. At the Guimet, | happily saw many students and ama-
teurs sitting in front of masterpieces and drawing their sketches
attentively. It almost incited me to sit on the ground, too!

ETEROHBL W
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What really happened (to us) at COP26

Name

RUDOLPH Sven

Department
FOH BEAHR WRRREZE)

Research Field
Climate policy, Carbon pricing

5 B o B &

“No more blah, blah, blah,” is what youth climate activist Greta
Thunberg demanded of world leaders ahead of COP26, the 2021
United Nations Climate Conference (EESRZ B iE5#NEE26[E]
fEES). Accredited by Kyoto University, my doctoral student
and | travelled to the UK in November 2021 to investigate wheth-
er this call was being heard - particularly with respect to Article
6 of the Paris Agreement on international emissions trading.

JIRAT—oTEAKRED?

COP26 was held in Glasgow - an old industrial city on the River
Clyde, which was designated as European Capital of Culture in
1990 and is the gateway to Scotland’s Western Highlands and
islands. In the 18th century, Glasgow was a hub of the Scottish
Enlightenment and home to Adam Smith, the founding father of
modern economics.

BEREE&HER

During our visit to COP26, we watched head of states set the
scene at the World Leaders Summit; scientists conduct the
groundwork in the first week; and national negotiators appear
on stage in week two to finalize the Glasgow Climate Pact. And
indeed, we learned a lot about the stumbling blocks of interna-
tional climate negotiations.

We had also come to COP26 to conduct stakeholder and ex-
pert interviews on the prospects of linking domestic emissions
trading schemes (ETS). Unfortunately, however, COVID-19 re-
strictions limited our opportunities to do so. But still, in elevator
pitch-style interviews during negotiation breaks, we gathered
crucial data and - more importantly - established a wide inter-
national network of high-ranking government officials for in-

depth follow-up online interviews.
The data supported our hypothesis
that international ETS linking is
mainly impeded by a lack of political
will and distrust among potential
partners, rather than by technical
design barriers. The results have
since been presented at several
international conferences and pub-
lished in the highly ranked journal
Environmental Politics in 2022.

US President Biden at the World Leaders Summit

Term 2021.10.26-11.17
Destination 4=\=UZ(XZI‘yI\5‘/I\)7EZZI—
Purpose ?%

Results 2.0.8.0.0.9

1 Busy times during breaks 2 COP26 Action Hub 3 Schoolkids on the
Global Day of Action for Climate Justice

b ko —8

Often, rather than the main events and meetings, it is the un-
expected encounters and experiences off the beaten track that
make research abroad particularly stimulating and worthwhile:
seeing schoolgirls demand that politicians “save our penguins”;
watching artists from low-lying
island states most impacted by
global warming remind the global
community of their responsibilities;
or discussing the regional impacts
of global warming with locals over a
portion of traditional fish and chips.

BB 74y 28F Y TRE
YA5—
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