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In developed countries, health represents
nowadays about 10% of GDP. While it was still
essentially a charitable activity at the end of the
19th century, medicine shifted towards a fast-
growing business during the 20th century. My
research aims at understanding how this change
was realized, focusing on technological innovations.

The first medical technology
with a major impact on

SHEF & L2 b R B = BT 2 ]

health care system was
X-ray machines. Developed
especially by German and
American electric appliance
makers after the discovery
of X-ray by Roentgen (1895),
they contributed to change
the way to practice medicine
during the first third of the 20th
century. Together with other
equipments, such as operation

German X-ray machine distributed in
Japan by Iwashiya in 1914
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Making medicine a business - a historical perspective

Pierre-Yves Donzé

tables, they transformed hospitals into "medico-
technological platforms." On the one hand, it
became a crucial issue for doctors to secure their
access to these technologies for their professional
practice. They opened private clinics, negotiated
the use of hospitals for their private needs or
obtained employment with large health centres. On
the other hand, the population wanted to be cured
with these new technologies, so that the demand
for hospitalization grew very fast. This process led
to the emergence of a market for health care.
Another consequence of these new
technologies is the globalization of medicine. The
production of medical equipments and appliances
was - and is still - controlled by few multinational
enterprises, like Siemens or General Electric (later
Japanese makers Hitachi, Toshiba and Shimadzu),
which supplied standardized machines to hospitals
throughout the world. One of the objectives of
this Hakubi research is to shed light on the role
of medical technologies in the making of a global
business. (CZ—=3%=L\3 EAH)
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