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文化、労働、政治、宗教、そして自己̶私たちが当た
り前に感じている人間の社会を構成する要素の多くは、
実は文化的に条件づけられたものです。私は人類学者と
して特定の文化や社会に焦点を当てながら、人間の社会
的生活における普遍性や特殊性を見出すことを目指し
ています。これまでの研究では、専門地域の仏領ポリ
ネシア（マオヒ・ヌイ）の島々での長期フィールドワー
クを通して、人々がどのように外来宗教であるキリスト
教を土台にしながら土着の歴史を再構築し、民族的アイ
デンティティを構築しているかを明らかにしてきまし
た。白眉プロジェクトでは現地の教会から視点を広げ、
「土地と人間のつながり」という観点から、主権と依存
のあり方を太平洋島嶼国家という文脈から探究したい
と考えています。

As an anthropologist, I strive to understand the nature of 
human life by focusing on specific social and cultural cir-

-

attempt to transcend the universalities and particularities of 
-

-
ple reconstruct Indigenous history and explore their identity 
through religion. 

Throughout my time at the Hakubi center, I focus on ‘land’ 

role does the land play in people’s religious activities, cultural 

activism? Can the reconstruction of a land-human relationship 
also transform the current socio-political structure? I will 
undertake a series of studies that attempt to holistically grasp 
the mode of sovereignty and governance centred around this 

人と土地のつながりの社会変容における可能性：
仏領ポリネシアにおける先住民伝統文化の復興活動の人類学研究
（Rising from the Ground: Exploration of Social andPoliticalChange
through the Restoration of Land-Human Relationships in French Polynesia）
人類学（Anthropology ）
人間・環境学研究科（Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies）
オックスフォード大学（University of Oxford）

Mai MISAKI (Assistant Professor )

Colonialism and its Consequences

voyagers. Though many spiritual, ethical, and artistic customs 
-

tions and territories today remain under colonial and neo-co-
lonial domination due to their political and economic vulner-
ability, as world powers compete for security and trade deals.

-
pared to the disappearing connection between the Indige-
nous people and their land. Colonialism not only resulted in 
the loss of political control over lands but also undermined 

itself as the loss of spirituality, agricultural engagement, and 
geographical and ecological knowledge. Whilst this historical 

the land-human relationship to undermine the colonial and 
neo-colonial political structure. 

I will scrutinise how indigenous activists cultivate an extra-
legal, apolitical relationship with the land and how it maps 
out models of indigenous sovereignty and drafts the political 
prospects of the territory. How does the concept of land, root-

-
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Figure 1 Traditional soil oven- the modern indoor kitchen has 
been replacing this cooking method using soil and leaves

The Land Rediscovered? 

a political territory, private property, agricultural soil, or a 
mythological and religious entity. I will ask how different 
indigenous actors reconstruct traditional concepts of ‘land’ 
and invest in a renewed land-human relationship in terms of 
agricultural, cultural and environmental engagement. 

The territory’s increasing dependency on imported goods and 
services, as well as the dismantlement of traditional land own-
ership, alienates the indigenous population from traditional 
land use. Activist groups, such as agricultural promoters, her-

and attempting to restore spiritual, cultural and agricultural 

sacred gift of God. Similarly, I will examine how activists 

source of both precolonial indigeneity and postcolonial futu-
rity. 

From Apolitical to Political 
I will trace how grassroots activists and territorial politicians 
are developing land-based practices into political orientations 
and institutional shifts. In reconstructing indigenous land-hu-
man relations, activists are faced with specifically colonial 
and neo-colonial challenges, such as a lack of locally based 
ecological education, neoliberal policies that favour large-
scale tourism and commercial development and trade policy 
that reduces the competence of domestic agricultural prod-

actors are approaching ideas of national independence. 

Although activists’ interpersonal relations with politicians 
may clarify their positions on the local political spectrum, I 
suspect that they also demonstrate the limitations of the over-
seas collectivity’s autonomy in tackling the cultural and legal 
alienation of land. In the context of an increasing presence of 
Chinese investments and a continuing economic dependence 

based activism and pro-independence ideology may highlight 
culturally appropriate governance and the place of autonomy 

and isolated and strategically important by world powers.

Method and Contributions
I will conduct ethnographic fieldwork among agricultural 
promotors, cultural defenders, religious actors and territorial 

gain access to everyday economic, ecological and agricultural 
engagement with the land, both organisationally and person-

with activists and territorial politicians, as well as religious 

will provide empirical material to highlight the crucial place 
of land in discussions of sovereignty in small island nations 

-
sised the economic weakness of the region, neo-colonial rela-
tionships of ‘dependency’ must be decomposed and reconcep-

will also theorise how colonial and indigenous practices are 
hybridised to achieve culturally appropriate governance in a 

way towards greater autonomy.
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