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Neutrality is not studied comprehen-
sively as a phenomenon of IR 

-

lations has produced much knowledge on war and peace 

through the research of military alliances. During the Cold 

investigating everything from alliance formation, their main-

tenance, challenges, and their unraveling. However, a crucial 

-

studies specialists did not entirely forget about the topic, sys-

large gap, as neutrality and its cousin concept, nonalignment, 

are important components of the international system and the 

-

torically been crucial and useful to great powers like Britain, 

states have been contributing to the reduction of the security 

dilemma for centuries. 

Misunderstandings about neutrality
Critics argue that neutralism does not matter since “the weak 

-

ern neutrals tend to be strongly armed and diplomatically en-

-

passes forms like “nonalignment,” which, in the Cold War, 

includes “neutralism” as a foreign political preference of pop-

ulations, and it includes the policy choices of states and inter-

to maintain positive relationships with belligerent forces. 

Studying neutrality as a reaction to con-
flict
To accommodate all forms of the phenomenon, I approach 

neutrality as an expression of a most fundamental relationship 
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neglected topic in political science but an important concept 

for the maintenance of peace among nations and the working 

-

neutral actors as a form of “balancing” or “bandwagoning” 

or motivations of neutrals. It is my goal to write a comprehen-

sive account of neutrality across periods and geographies and 

deduce a theoretical framework to understand the concept as 

using an eclectic research design, integrating historical case 
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between political actors, generated by conflict. War, in this 

parties that are not part of the primary conflict. Those who 

-

Figure 1: Actor A is neutral toward the conflict between B1 and 
B2. A remains at peace with both belligerents (© P.Lottaz).

This framework allows for new ways of understanding con-

-

stance, one can approach the situation in WWII in which the 

they remained neutral in the wars they fought with the other’s 

allies on opposite ends of the globe.

Figure 2: Japan and the USSR remain at peace for the longest 
time of WWII, maintaining neutrality toward the war the other 
party was fighting with their allies (@P.Lottaz).

Understanding neutrality means under-
standing world politics
The reemergence of indigenous neutral strategies in unlikely 

-

importance of studying neutrality as a tool of statecraft. Even 

similar to the United States in the nineteenth century when 

Washington tried to avert “European entanglements.” With 

-

as a great power, the global security architecture is headed 

toward a multi-polar constellation that we have not seen since 

the nineteenth century. In this new context, the impact of neu-

trality, neutralism, and nonalignment on the global balance of 

power needs to be understood to help avert crises and foster 

stable international relations. The study of alliances alone is 

only half the picture and needs to be complemented by the 

opportunities buffer states and non-alliance-based security 
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